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What the best and wisest parent wants for his own chi ld,  

that must be what the community wants for al l  i ts chi ldren.     
John Dewey 
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MISSION:  The Staff of Maria Carrillo High 

School, in partnership with students, parents, 

and community members, provides a          

challenging, caring and safe educational        

environment that prepares students to become 

powerful producers, universal citizens,        

masterful communicators and active listeners. 
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About Maria Carrillo High School  
 

 

Maria Carrillo High School, home of the Pumas, has been serving 

the community of Santa Rosa since its opening in 1996.  From the 

first year on, it has been widely acknowledged and recognized as a 

rigorous, academic secondary school as well as a high-performing 

one.   

 

The collective focus of the school is to provide learning experiences 

in varied environments within a positive school climate for students 

and staff alike.  Teachers actively engage students in their learning, 

offering opportunities for solving complex problems, showcasing 

creativity and employing higher order thinking skills.  Through 

disciplined, substantive inquiry students are expected to 

demonstrate and exhibit the knowledge they acquire; ongoing 

assessment of this learning is embedded throughout their study.  

 

One hundred percent of MCHS core subject area teachers are 

highly qualified in their respective credentials by NCLB standards. 

Teachers in the core subject areas align curricula to respective 

standards and then implement them in the classroom through a 

wide variety of instructional strategies and resources to insure all 

students at MCHS are successful.  

MCHSõ Expected School-wide Learning Results identify that each  

graduate will be a powerful producer, a universal citizen, a 

masterful communicator and an active learner.   

 

 



www.mariacarrillo.com 

Page 4 

Did you know...  

Í The school opened in 1996 with approximately 700 students ð only  

       ninth and tenth graders; a grade level was added each of the  

       following two years  

 

Í The founding students selected both the school colors ð forest green, 

       gold and black ð as well as the schoolõs mascot ð a golden puma 

       

Í The mascot on the floor of the foyer to the large gym was the winner  

        of a design contest for the Puma logo that was open to all founding  

       students 

 

Í The Class of 1999 was the first graduating class in the schoolõs history  

       and this yearõs graduating class, the Class of 2010, will be the eleventh  

       since it opened in 1996. 

 

Í The school opened with twenty -six teaching/counseling staff members  

       and has grown to eighty-five.  Fourteen of the founding staff still work     

       at the school.  

 

Í The school is painted to emulate the surrounding landscape:  the deep  

       brown of the earth, the golden tan of the hills and the rich blue of the    

       sky 

 

Í A picture of Maria Carrillo hangs in every English classroom, as well as  

      in the foyer to the theater  

 

Í Contrary to rumor, the fake rocks in the quad are not heated 

Education is not preparation for life; it is life itself. 

 John Dewey 
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Distinctions  

Í Academic Performance Index (API) score for 2008-2009 was 842 ð     
       the highest  of any comprehensive public high school in the   

      Santa Rosa City School District and in Sonoma County 

Í Highest average scores in the Santa Rosa City School District for the   

       past five years on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) in Critical  

       Reading (570), Mathematics (596), and Writing (572)  

Í Highest pass rates in the Santa Rosa City School District for the past  

      five years on the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in both  

       English-Language Arts (94%) and mathematics (97%) 

Í Numerous teachers have received national, state and regional 

       certification and recognition (e.g. National Board Certification)  

Í 33% of teaching staff have Masters Degree 

Í 12 AP and Honors classes in six subject areas 

Í In 2009, 84% of seniors earned a score of 3 or higher on        

        Advanced Placement Exams, the highest percentage in the Santa Rosa  

       City School District 

Í Annual National Merit Scholarship finalists (4 from the class of 2010) 

Í 22% of students identified for Gifted and Talented Program 

Í Of students attending a CSU after their first year, 89% remain  

       enrolled versus 80% statewide and their GPAõs are .07 higher than       

       their state wide peers.   

Í Matriculation to top universities and colleges nationwide.  2009  

      graduates entered Stanford University, Harvard College, Brown   

      University, Barnard College, University of Southern California,  

      Brigham Young University, California Institute of Technology, George  

      Washington University, Pepperdine University, Brandeis University,  

      Emory University, United States Naval Academy, Lewis and Clark  

      College as well as major University of California campuses, such as  

      Berkeley, Los Angeles, Davis and Santa Cruz 
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MCHS Program  

English Highlights 

Í 9
th
 and 10

th
 grade integrated     

       English/Social Studies program 

Í Senior Thematic English Classes 

Í Flexible schedule promoting         

       academic English for ELL students 

Í Jack London Award winner  

       Senior Poetry Unit  

Í Opportunities to see distinguished  

       writers, plays, and films 

Í 95% average AP literature test pass rate 

Í 92% average AP language test pass rate 

Í Free Peer Tutoring 

 

Social Studies Highlights 

Í Global Humanities course 

Í Full year Psychology course 

Í Historical speakers 

Í Real time stock market simulation 

Í Congressional simulation 

Í 100% AP Government test pass rate 

Í 100% Macro Economics test pass rate 

Í Free Peer Tutoring  

 

 

The teachers and 

staff really seem to 

care about the 

students and they 

do all they can to 

help students be 

successful.  

Current MCHS 

Freshman 


