MCHS Ninth Grade 
English Standard-Based Curriculum Requirements

Reading Requirements

Vocabulary Development

· study of distinction between denotation and connotation of words

· emphasis on using knowledge of common root words, prefixes and suffixes

· introduction to literary terminology
Comprehension

· experience of synthesizing the content and ideas from several sources dealing with a single issue or written by a single author (product may be a speech, graphic, essay, etc.)

· examination of universal themes through reading of World Literature
Minimum number of works:

· minimum of 6-8 full-length texts
· average number of recommended pages per calendar night: 15 -20, 20-25(honors) 

· core* texts include:


novels:
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe



In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez



The Samurai’s Garden by Gail Tsukiyama



The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

short story:
“From Behind the Veil” by Dhu’l Nun Ayyoub

nonfiction:
“The Spirits Were Willing” by Isabel Allende

poetry:
TBD

play:

Othello or Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

film:

Children of Heaven

ERWC:
The Last Meow and either Childhood Love Lessons or a 
teacher created module






*core works are required at all levels
Writing Requirements
Study of essay types and structure: emphasis on sentence variety and transitions
· 1 Autobiographical narrative: Review
· 2 Response to literature (interpretive/analytical essay): Introduce and Emphasize





· 1 Expository essay Introduce
· 1 Business letter: Introduce
· 1 Observation/descriptive essay: Introduce and Emphasize
· 2 timed prompts (response to literature excerpt and response to an argument)
A total of 8 required essays (2 per quarter; 4 process and 4 timed)
Listening Requirements
Formal experience as an audience member once per semester:

· response to speaker using critical listening skills

· note taking during speeches/lectures

· critical review of some form of media

Speaking Requirements

Formal experience as presenter once per year:

· expository speech with organized note cards
MCHS Tenth Grade
English Standard-Based Curriculum Requirements

Reading Requirements

Vocabulary Development

· emphasis on word origins, especially derivations from Greek/Roman mythology

· continued study of literary terminology

Comprehension

· close reading including an examination of diction, tone and syntax in literary and expository texts

Minimum number of works:

· minimum of 8-10 full-length texts
· average number of recommend pages per calendar night: 20-25, 30-35(honors) 

· core* texts include:


novels:
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

short story:
“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant

nonfiction:
Night by Elie Wiesel

poetry:
“Dulce et Decorum est” by Wilfred Owen

play:

Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare


film:

Joyeux Noel
ERWC:
Going for the Look and either Juvenile Justice or a teacher created module




*core works are required at all levels
Writing Requirements
Study of essay types and structure: emphasis on effective use of quotations
· 1 Biographical narrative: Introduce and Emphasize
· 2 Response to literature (interpretive/analytical essay)Emphasize
· 1 Persuasive essay: Review
· 1 Business letter: Emphasize
· 1 Observation/descriptive essay: Review
· 2 timed prompts (response to literature excerpt and response to an argument)

A total of 8 required essays (2 per quarter; 4 process and 4 timed)
Listening Requirements

Formal experience as audience member three times per year
· note taking during speeches/lectures or media presentation
· critical review of some form of the media

· participation in interactive response such as a debate or panel discussion
Speaking Requirements

Formal experience as presenter one time per year:

· persuasive speech with organized note cards 
MCHS Eleventh Grade

English Standard-Based Curriculum Requirements

Reading Requirements

Vocabulary Development

· study of connection between word choice and style/meaning

· study of key ideas, syntax and word choice

· continued study of literary terminology
Comprehension

· close reading including an examination of diction, tone and syntax in literary and expository texts

· examination of philosophical assumptions of the author

· examination of use of dialect in American texts

· examination of common American themes

Minimum number of works:

· minimum of 8-10 full-length texts
· average number of recommend pages per calendar night: 25-35, 
30-35(AP) 

· core* texts include:


novels:
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

short story:
“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin

nonfiction:
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

poetry:
“I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman

play:

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

film:

TBD
ERWC:
The Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page: Ethos, Logos and Pathos and either Fast Food or Racial Profiling






*core works are required at all levels

Writing Requirements
Study of essay types and structure: emphasis on effective use of quotations and emergence of personal style/voice 
· 2 Response to literature (interpretive/analytical essay):Emphasize
· 1 Persuasive essay: Emphasize
· 1 Expository: Emphasize
· 1 Reflective/Descriptive essay: Introduce
· 2 Timed pre and post EAP tets
A total of 8 required essays (2 per quarter; 4 process and 4 timed)
Listening Requirements

· Formal experience as audience member three times per year:
· response to speaker and/or critical analysis of speech, lecture or public meeting
· critical review of some form of the media by identification of logical fallacies and type of argument
Speaking Requirements
· Formal experience as presenter one time per year:

persuasive or evaluative speech with organized note cards or
dramatic interpretation of drama, novel or poem
MCHS Twelfth Grade 
English Standard-Based Curriculum Requirements

Reading Requirements

Vocabulary Development

· introduction to college level texts with emphasis on student responsibility for personal vocabulary enrichment

· continued study of literary terminology
Comprehension

· close reading including an examination of diction, tone and syntax in literary and expository texts

· examination of philosophical assumptions of the author

· synthesis of past reading experiences through connections among texts

· exploration of a single author’s style and philosophical intent

Minimum number of works:

· two plays/novels per quarter or the equivalent (two for honors)

· number of recommend pages per calendar night: 25-35, 30-35(AP) 

· core* texts include:


short story:



poetry:
“To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew Marvell

play:

Hamlet by William Shakespeare
*core works are required at all levels

Writing Requirements
Study of essay types and structure: emphasis on effective use of quotations and emergence of personal style/voice 
Study of essay types and structure: emphasis on effective use of quotations and emergence of personal style/voice 
· 2 Response to literature (interpretive/analytical essay):Emphasize
· 1 Persuasive essay: Emphasize
· 1 Expository: Review
· 1 College admission /Reflective essay: Emphasize
· 2 Timed Essays
· Participation in the Senior Poetry Unit

A total of 8 required essays (2 per quarter; 4 process and 4 timed)
Listening Requirements

· Formal experience as audience member three times per year:
· response to speaker and/or critical analysis of speech, lecture or public meeting

· critical review of some form of the media by identification of logical fallacies and type of argument

Speaking Requirements
· Formal experience as presenter one time per year:

presentation of Senior Speech or dramatic interpretation of drama, novel or poem
